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Pluto: What’s the big deal?
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Directions


Read the provided information about the Planets, Pluto, and the Kuiper Belt Objects.


Contrast main ideas for each type of object.


Then, get with your group and see what you have that your partners do not have and supplement your chart.


Next, highlight in yellow the things that the planets and Pluto have in common. Then, highlight in blue the things the Kuiper Belt Objects and Pluto have in common.


Finally, answer the following questions on the back of this paper:


What circumstances led the astronomical community rewriting the definition of a planet?


What category does Pluto have more things in common with the Planets or the Kuiper Belt Objects?


Why does Pluto not fit the International Astronomical Association’s (IAU)definition of a planet?


Do you agree with the IAU’s decision regarding Pluto? Why or why not?








