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An alien (from planet Rivendom) has crash landed on Earth. His navigation systems are damaged. He knows where his home is, but he does not know where we are. You need to help him determine where we are in the universe so he can find his way home.  (The alien’s name is Bob. Yeah – who knew they have similar names to ours?) Bob starts by asking your some questions. Can you help him with the answers?

a. What do you know about your place in the solar system?

b. What do you know about your galaxy?

c. What do you know about your position in the universe?

d. How did your scientists figure out where you are in the solar system? Galaxy? Universe?

Bob says we need to determine the following things to help him find his way home:
e. How do you know you live in a galaxy?

f. What galaxy do you live in?

g. Where are you located in our galaxy?

h. How did you figure out where you are located in the galaxy?

i. Where is your galaxy in relationship to other galaxies?

Share your clues and discuss with your group. Brainstorm answers to the questions above in the space below.

Write your initial hypotheses to answer the question: Where are we?

What is your final hypothesis that explains: Where are we?

On the back of your paper, sketch a map of our place in the universe (or at least the galaxy!).
